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STAIRS — House

ONTARIO BUILDING CODE

The Ontario Building Code requires that all stairs meet specific requirements related to the rise, run, and
width. This guide does not address spiral stairs or tapered treads. Additional OBC requirements apply to
these configurations.

Steps

Steps are required to be constructed with equal rise and run throughout each flight of stairs measured from
the ground at the bottom of the stairs to the top of an intermediate landing or the top of the deck. The top
step and bottom step are usually the most problematic due to grading changes.

Stairs are required to be a minimum 34 inches wide. A flight of stairs must be provided with a landing if the
change in height exceeds 12 feet 1 inch. Each step within a flight of stairs is required to have a 1 inch nos-
ing. Stringers must have 3 5/3” between cut and bottom as per OBC.

The table below lists the minimum and maximum dimensions.

All Steps Rectangular Treads
Stair Type Rise (inches) (Run)
Min. Max. Min. Max.
Private* 415/46" 77/ 10 /16" 14"
Public** 415/46" 71/46” 11" No Limit

*Private Stair—interior stairs within and exterior stairs serving a house or individual dwell-
ing unit, and exterior stairs serving a garage that serves a house or a single dwelling unit

** Public Stair—all other stairs not considered to be service stairs or private stairs

Guards and Handrails

A guard is required on the stair where the stairs are higher than 235/g inches. Guard pickets cannot be
spaced more than 3 15/4¢ inches apart. Pickets are required to resist a force of 0.1Kn (22.5 Ibf) applied in
opposite direction the picket is installed. No horizontal members are installed to the guard between
51/5inches and 35 7/s inches that could facilitate climbing.

Interior stairs (including garage stairs) with 3 or more steps and exterior stairs that have 4 or more steps
require a handrail.Hand- rails must be located at a height between 34 1/46 inches and 42 1/g inches and
must be graspable their entire length. On stairs serving a house, only one side of the stair is required to
have a handrail.

10 Lisgar Ave., Tillsonburg, ON N4G 5A5
Tel: 519-842-9200 Fax: 519-688-0759

‘ BUILDING PLANNING BY-LAW SERVICES
www.tillsonburg.ca Doing it Right is Published by Tillsonburg Building Services—2025




Doing it right!

Stair—House continued

1SNAa ANV SdIHO d310VdINOD alnos IJ _ _|

w079 NVHL ¥31V3¥O NVdS ANV

i

SY¥IAVC 3LIYONOD ¥O AVd ILIYONOD AFUNOd —ee- 4

] SAV3YL Ld300V OL LND JHY SHIONIHLS

JUNAIDO0Ud 214193dS HO4 DWDD S1O0NA0Yd 33S "ONNMOIA

~._ N3IHM d3d33N S| L40ddNS LNIOd-aIN

J1ISOdWOD ONISN NIHM FHINID NO .91 NYHL FHOW G3OVdS kb T,
38 LON 1SN SYIONIYLS FHL 03SN ONIZA UV SAVIYL .+/G NIHW XN 3N CONISN 3TN ONI
NOL10E ANV dOL ONIGNTONI SOVIYUL TTV 4O ONISON WANIXYI \Voz.__moz . , S| HIONIYLS HOV3

ONISON JHL 40 INOYd FHL WOHd ATIVINOZIYOH d3dnsv3an
«91/6 NVHL 340N LON ANV .7/} NVHL SS3T 1ON 3903 d313A39

HOIHM OLNI ¥39W3N
; ONINYY4 3dd0¥a

X

HO0 d3IANNOY VY JAVH TIVHS SAVIYL HIVLS 40 ONISON 40 d0L

ayvNno "IVIS 40 WOL108 ANV dO1 1V d3dIND3Y 1S0d ¥X¥ WNWININ ————————® : R

& 40 WAWIXVA Y 3YV S13M0Id NIIM 134 SdVO 0S d30VdS

"WO11089 ANV dO1 1V SM3YOS OML H1IM A3HOVL1Y S13MJId ¢Xe

(SayvnNo 40 $30v4

YOIY3LNI NI3ML3g
a3yNSvan) .v€ =NIN ‘HLAIM
W9L/L 0L =NIN ‘L =XVIN  NNY
WOL/SL ¥ =NIW ‘.8/Z L =XVIN 3SIY
SNOILVENOIINOD dIVLS

LOVLNOD ANNOYO ¥O4 A31v3¥L 38 OL SYIONIYLS NIAOOM

HLON3T NI .09 NVHL ¥3HLV3IYO 34V

ANV SAV3yL Ld300V OL LND 38V SYIONIYLS NIHM 03033N
SI LY0ddNS LNIOd-QIW *(.2/L S€ ONIOVJS "XVIN) WOLLO8 ANV
dOl 3HL 1V d3¥NO3S ANV d3130ddNS 39 LSNIN SYIONIYLS

("XVYIN .8/L Z¥ - "NIW .9L/L ¥€ LHOIZH) "S¥3SIY
FHOW HO € HLIM SHIVLS NO A3dIND3H TIVHIANVYH dIVLS

"Y3IHOIH O .¥Z 40 LHOI3H
MO3A A3HSINI4 HLIM SHIVLS NO d3dIN03d A¥VvNO dIVLS .9¢

"0'8°0 3HL 40 £-8S ¥3d d31LONJLSNOD SAdvNO

"pJeng ay3 ulyum paijdde si 82104 B UBYM (97 /51 €)
ww OQT ueyl aiow ou peaids 01 palinbal ale piengd e uiylm s1axold

(.8/5 G) Ww OGT e Jo agessed ay) JuaAald |[IM 1Y) 8ZIS e JO 8( 0}
pJeng syl JO [I_J WO0N0g Syl pue ‘peal] JIe1s ‘18sli Jie1s ayl Aq pauio)
guiuado Jendueln ayl 18yl salinbas mou apo) guipjing oueluQ ayl

==
o

\

‘NIN XY

o N i LT <
o W9k Ook WOL/SL €
NN 1o dvoO

378VdSYdO ATSNONNILNOD
39 LSNIN TIVY dOL 9x2

1SOd AdvNO OL ONIMIVY ¥04
NOILO3INNOD ¥3IONVH A3ZINVATYO

g

xew Ww OGT

ONISON

Doing it Right is Published by Tillsonburg Building Services—2025

BUILDING PLANNING BY-LAW SERVICES
10 Lisgar Ave., Tillsonburg, ON N4G 5A5
Tel: 519-842-9200 Fax: 519-688-0759

www.tillsonburg.ca

/[.‘



