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Garages 

ONTARIO BUILDING CODE 

The Building Code states that a structure with an area greater than 10 m2 (108 ft2 ), including  

cantilevered roof/porches exceeding 600 mm (2 ft), requires a building permit.  

A garage or accessory building is often constructed on a property to provide additional storage for seasonal 

equipment, tools or various other items. Like all construction, different Regulations apply to ensure that the 

proposed structure is safe, and will last a long time. For detached garages, these Regulations include the 

following: 

ZONING BY-LAW 

Detached garages, regardless of size, must comply with the previsions of the Town of Tillsonburg zoning 

bylaw.  

These requirements include: 

 The location of the proposed building. A detached garage may be located in the side, or rear yard 

but not in the required front yard 

 Setbacks from property lines — generally a minimum of 1.2m (4 ft) for residential and  

entrepreneurial zoned properties 

 The size of the building may be limited depending on the percentage of lot coverage permitted 

(contact Tillsonburg Building Services to confirm what your property zoning allows for size). 

See the Tillsonburg Zoning By-law to confirm the zoning of your property and the required set backs 

https://www.oxfordcounty.ca/en/services-for-you/tillsonburg.aspx 

BUILDING PERMITS 

A complete Building Permit Application required the following: 

 A completed CloudPermit application (https://ca.cloudpermit.com/login-form) 

 One (1) copy of a Site plan/grading plan prepared by an Ontario Land Surveyor or Professional    

Engineer showing your detached garage location along with elevations and grading design.  

 One (1) copy of your detached garage plans drawn to scale 

 

Plans for garages larger than 538 ft2 that have not been prepared by the owner must be completed by a 

Ministry Qualified Designer.  

 

NOTE: The sketches provided with this package are intended to illustrate the types of information required 
on the drawings to accompany your completed Building Permit Application. Please prepare your own  
drawings specific to your proposal to submit with the application or have a designer prepare the drawings 

for you. 
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SITE/GRADING PLAN SAMPLE  
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FRONT ELEVATION 

SOFFIT HEIGHT 

HALF OF ROOF HEIGHT 
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WALL CLADDING MATERIAL 

VINYL SIDING 
BOARD AND BATTEN 
OTHER    

GRADE 

 

 

ROOFING MATERIAL 

ASPHALT SHINGLES 

OTHER   

SIDE ELEVATION 
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D1 

DOOR SIZE (WXH) 
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HEADER SIZE (2 PLY) 
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1”x4” CONTINUOUS MEMBER MUST BE PROVIDED WITH 

COLLAR TIES THAT SPAN MORE THAN 7’-10” 

PITCH 

GRADE 

6“ MIN  
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1’-2” MIN  

4“ MIN  

4 - 15M REINFORCING BARS 
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4
” 

M
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FOOTING (circle one option) 

FOOTING OPTION 1 

FOOTING OPTION 2 

NOTE: FOOTING OPTION 1 MUST BE USED IF 

THE EXTERIOR CLADDING IS BRICK VENEER 

WOOD SILL PLATE FASTENED TO FOUNDATION WALL 
WITH MIN. 1/2" DIAMETER ANCHOR BOLTS EMBED-
DED MIN. 4" IN CONCRETE @ 7'-10" O.C. MAX. & PRO-
VIDE CAULKING OR GASKETS BETWEEN PLATE & 
FOUNDATION. SILL PLATE TO BE PRESSURE TREATED 

OR SEPARATED FROM CONCRETE BY 6 MIL POLY.  

1’-0” MIN  

3” POURED CONCRETE 32 MPA SLAB WITH 5-8% AIR 
ENTRAINMENT AND 6”x6” WELDED WIRE MESH OVER 

4” COMPACTED GRANULAR FILL 

WALL CONSTRUCTION  
(Circle one WALL STUD option) 

 EXTERIOR CLADDING (to match elevation) 
  BUILDING PAPER 
  EXTERIOR _______ SHEATHING 
  2x3 STUDS @16” O.C., OR 
 2x4 STUDS @ 16” O.C., OR 

 2x6 STUDS @16” O.C. 

WALL TIES 
(Circle one WALL TIE option) 

  2x4 WALL TIES @ 4’-0” O.C., OR 
  2x6 WALL TIES @ 4’-0” O.C. 

 

RAFTERS BEAR ON BIRDS MOUTH CUT AT TOP 

PLATE CONNECTION 

ROOF CONSTRUCTION  
(Circle one ROOF RAFTER option) 

 ASPHALT SHINGLES 
 EXTERIOR _______ SHEATHING WITH H-CLIPS 
 2x4 RAFTERS @ 16” O.C., OR 
  2x6 RAFTERS @ 16” O.C., OR 
  PRE-ENGINEERED TRUSSES (layout required) 

 

RIDGE BOARD 
(Circle one RIDGE BOARD option)  

 2x6 RIDGE BOARD, OR,  

  2x8 RIDGE BOARD 

FOR TOTAL PRE-ENGINEERED GARAGE PACKAGES, ALL PLANS 

AND SPECIFICATIONS WITH PERMIT APPLICATION 


