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NEWS RELEASE

August 18, 2023

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Tillsonburg participating in AMO conference

Tillsonburg, ON — Mayor Deb Gilvesy, and Councillors Kelly Spencer and Pete Luciani will be
among the 2000 government officials attending the Association of Municipalities Ontario (AMO)
2023 Conference in London (August 20 to 23). Kyle Pratt, Chief Administrative Officer, will also
attend as part of Tillsonburg’s delegation.

The 2023 Conference will bring municipal leaders together with the Ontario government
following a year of important legislative changes, many intended to tackle the province’s
housing crisis. Housing continues to be a top priority for all municipal governments. This year’s
event features more than 60 speakers, sessions and workshops, reflecting the broad scope of
municipal responsibilities.

Keynote presenters include Ontario Premier Doug Ford and his Government’s ministers, Marit
Stiles, Leader of the Ontario NDP and Official Opposition, John Fraser, Interim Leader of the
Ontario Liberal Party, Mike Schreiner, Leader of the Green Party of Ontario, and Colin Best,
AMO President.

The annual conference is a chance for municipal officials to discuss shared challenges, learn
about emerging issues and advocate for opportunities that benefit their communities. In addition
to the conference program, municipal staff and officials will take part in hundreds of municipal
delegation meetings with provincial ministries.

“We're looking forward to productive discussions on a number of challenges facing our growing
community including housing, health care, transportation and infrastructure,” says Mayor Deb
Gilvesy.

In particular, the Town will be discussing the urgent need for more detox centres and mental
health beds to address homelessness in the community. Increasing primary healthcare capacity
is also a pressing concern.

Conversations about next generation 911 services, sustainable transit funding and the need for
transportation improvements along the Highway 3 corridor are also on the Town’s agenda.

“We have meetings scheduled with the Solicitor General, the Minister of Transportation, the
Minister of Health, and the Minister of Finance,” says Gilvesy.
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Sessions and speakers will cover a wide range of topics, including housing, women'’s
leadership, AMQO’s partnership with Ontario’s public colleges, cyber security, electronic
permitting, municipal risk and liability, infrastructure investment, energy innovation, healthcare
transformation, broadband and much more. On August 21, AMO and the Ontario Native
Women'’s Association (ONWA) will sign a Memorandum of Understanding, signifying a first of its
kind relationship between AMO and an Indigenous women’s organization. August 23 plenary
programming will focus on homelessness.

“This conference is an important opportunity for us to forge strong, positive working
relationships with upper levels of government and learn from our peers in other municipalities,”
says Pratt.

All media are required to register onsite in Salon C2 at RBC Place. Attending media are
encouraged to book accommodation as soon as possible, if needed. Reporters can access key
conference information on AMO’s website, www.amo.on.ca.

AMO is a non-profit organization representing almost all of Ontario’s 444 municipal
governments. AMO supports strong and effective municipal government in Ontario and
promotes the value of municipal government as a vital and essential component of Ontario and
Canada’s political system.
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Contact:

Deb Gilvesy, Mayor

Town of Tillsonburg

200 Broadway, Suite 204
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 5A7
(519) 688-3009, x4050
smolnar@tillsonburg.ca

Kyle Pratt, CAO

Town of Tillsonburg

200 Broadway, Suite 204
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 5A7
(519) 688-3009, x4000
kpratt@tillsonburg.ca

Brian Lambie, AMO Media Contact
(416) 729-5425
lambie@redbrick.ca

Follow the conference on social media: X (formerly Twitter) @ AMOPolicy, Instagram
@amopolicy Hashtag: #AM0O202
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About Tillsonburg

Located 90 minutes west of the Toronto area, Tillsonburg offers companies a strategic location
in Ontario’s agriculture and manufacturing heartland. With low business and development costs,
progressive policies and a high-speed fibre optic network, Tillsonburg is home to more than 600
regional, national and international companies. To find out more about Tillsonburg, visit
www.tillsonburg.ca.

The essence of Tillsonburg is captured in three words:

Connected — A strong sense of community, a history of engagement and collaboration,
and strong connections to surrounding markets based on a strategic location within
Southwestern Ontario

Enriched — A high quality of life evidenced by community centres/programs,
opportunities to be meaningfully involved, abundance of parks and green spaces, and a
rural/urban influence that combines for a sustainable, comfortable pace

Inspired — An entrepreneurial spirit and strong rural work ethic with leadership in agri-
business and related ventures and a track record of “Made in Tillsonburg” solutions
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